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THE BRITISH SOCIETY IN URUGUAY

Dear members,

As our Centenary Year draws to a close and our Centenary Party approaches, it is 
good to reflect on the year that is ending. 

I am sure that I speak in the name of the entire Executive Committee when I say it has 
been an honour to serve during the Centenary Year.  

November left us a watered-down Croquet Tournament won by the Lambs, Jonathan 
and his daughter María, and a very interesting lecture supper by “forgetful” Professor 
Alberto Márquez.

We are now all looking forward to the Centenary Party next Tuesday the 4th to which 
at the date of this message nearly two hundred people have already committed to go; 
we are sure even more will turn up by the actual date.

We are glad that the new events produced for the Centenary Year, namely the 
Scavenger Hunt and the Brit Rock Festival, were huge successes and will remain 
in our calendar for future years. We aim at producing even more events aimed at 
younger generations in coming months. 

Our goal of updating our member database has nearly been achieved, thanks to your 
kind cooperation. Also, the total number of subscriptions to our Contact Newsletter 
has surpassed 1000 and our registered members more than 500. With a steady and 
constant membership growth, the Society is increasing month by month receiving 
new members of all ages.

We thank you all very much for your support throughout this year and all years, hoping 
you will continue to accompany us in the coming ones. 

We wish you all a very Happy and Successful 2019!

Richard A. Empson

PRESIDENT’S WORDS

http://britsoc.org.uy/
https://www.instagram.com/BritSocUy/
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THE BRITISH SOCIETY IN URUGUAY

UPCOMING EVENTS

SOCIAL NEWS

December Birthdays

1st -
1st -
8th -
5th -
7th -

10th -
10th -
12th -
15th -
15th -
15th -

María Esteche
Norman Fox
Mónica Bastarrica
Stephanie Biscomb
Guillermo Symonds
Poppy Vignoles
Valerie Dee
Vivienne Gepp
Alan Gordon-Firing
María De Torres
Marta Vilar del Valle

Tuesday, 4th from 18:00 to 20:30 hrs
BSU Centenary Party (Members only)
British Residence
Jorge Canning 2491
Organised by: BSU

Wednesday, 5th at 12:15 hrs
Lunch Invitation
Hotel NH Columbia
Rbla. Gran Bretaña 473
Organised by: CUB

From October 6th to December 9th

From 8:00 to 17:30 hrs
Cielo y Tierra Pasarán
British Cemetery
Av. Rivera 3868
Organised by: British Cemetery

Wednesday, 12th at 20:30 hrs
2018 Gala Dinner
Hotel NH Columbia
Rbla. Gran Bretaña 473
Organised by: CUB

Friday, 14th from 19:30 to 22:30 hrs
Open Night At The Museum
British Cemetery
Av. Rivera 3868
Organised by: British Cemetery

20th -
21st -
22nd -
22nd -
23rd -
27th -
30th -
30th -

Megan Davies
Inés Beare
María Llovet
Ricardo Medina
Winston Willans
Daniela Golby
Isabel Prevett 
Nicholas Drever

http://britsoc.org.uy/
https://www.instagram.com/BritSocUy/
https://www.facebook.com/BritSocUy
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THE BRITISH SOCIETY IN URUGUAY

CROQUET TOURNAMENT

Maria Lamb and her father Jonathan won the 12th annual British Society Golf 
Croquet Championships in Montevideo on Sunday 11 November.  

Intermittent rain had kept all but the most (fool)hardy from the all-weather courts at 
the Buceo Yacht Club, and the competition became a shortened best-of-9 all-play-all 
between Empson and Farolini, Camera and Farolini, Schwabe and Schwabe, and Lamb 
and Lamb. Ricky Medina took lots of photographs.  

Tasmanians Schwabe and Schwabe came fourth, Camera and Farolini came third with 
one win, Empson and Farolini second with two, and Lamb and Lamb first with three.  
Maria scored most of the hoops, including an in-off clearance through hoop 5 from the 
boundary.  

The rain had improved the superfast courts by slowing them down a lot, but it was still 
falling when everyone headed home for lunch.  

Thanks to the British Society the morning had nonetheless been great fun, and 
everyone had showed sterling spirit in ignoring the weather.

For the record, previous holders 
are as follows:

2007   M & L Wells
2008   R Cowley & R Empson
2009   A Empson & R Empson
2010   T & A Plaehn
2011   C B & Z Pool
2012   P Hoyer & R Cowley
2013   A Empson & R Empson
2014   P Hoyer & L Boeing
2015   A Empson & R Empson
2016   F Bonilla & J Lamb
2017   I Stanton & M Wells

http://britsoc.org.uy/
https://www.instagram.com/BritSocUy/
https://www.facebook.com/BritSocUy
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THE BRITISH SOCIETY IN URUGUAY

LECTURE SUPPER

The British Society’s Choir started in 
February with a jolly good number of singers. 

Getting close to the end of the year, singers 
are wrapping up the new songs.

If you are willing to join us, please
contact the BSU Secretary, 099123906.

Newcomers, see you next year!

BRITISH SOCIETY CHOIR

http://britsoc.org.uy/
https://www.instagram.com/BritSocUy/
https://www.facebook.com/BritSocUy
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THE BRITISH SOCIETY IN URUGUAY

THE SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL HOME

British 
Community

 ladies at 
fund-raising 

activities.

The Sir Winston Churchill Home was founded in the mid '60s for the care of people of 
British origin with no family.  Throughout the years the Home has received very generous 
donations and help from the British Hospital and other institutions as well as from people 
of the British community.  During these 60 years many committees have given their time 
and effort looking after the residents and organizing different fund raising activities and 
it would be impossible to name them all.  Our gratitude to all those involved!

In a brief paragraph we'd like to summarize the essence of the Home in Roy Hubber's 
words:

"Just the fact that the Churchill Home has been such a success is 
evidence in itself that the founding mothers/fathers showed good 
forward thinking in the days before the internet /e-mail etc.  Also, by 
no means any less deserving of accolades are the staff and the British 
community as a whole who have and still support and manage the 
Home to this day, all of which would not have been possible without 
the complete support and generosity of the British Hospital itself. All an 
example to the next generation of the strength of our heritage, tradition 
and community spirit and involvement. Well done everyone."

http://britsoc.org.uy/
https://www.instagram.com/BritSocUy/
https://www.facebook.com/BritSocUy
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THE BRITISH SOCIETY IN URUGUAY

THE SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL HOME

Contact us at:
SWCH@britsoc.org.uy

Norma and Peter went to Remembrance day at the British Cemetery.

We went on an outing to the Prado and 

walked around the Rosedal on a beautiful 

day!  The roses were looking amazing.

After admiring the roses we all went to the Hotel del Prado and enjoyed a lovely tea.

Some of the residents visited 

the Rincón Infantil and took 

Halloween handicrafts they 

made for the children who 

were there.  
Here’s Joan!

...Continued

http://britsoc.org.uy/
https://www.instagram.com/BritSocUy/
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THE BRITISH SOCIETY IN URUGUAY

STRENGTHENING TRADE LINKS
Joanna Crellin, Trade Commissioner for 
Latin America and the Caribbean visited 
Montevideo 7-8 November. She met 
senior government officials and visited 
Uruguay XXI to sign a Letter of Intent 
to continue joint work. She announced 
the visit of a tech trade delegation to 
Uruguay in January for Punta Tech 
with a further second trade mission of 
Uruguayan companies to the UK in 2019. 

BRITISH EMBASSY

ARMISTICE DAY

The Embassy, together with the Embassies of Belgium, Canada, France, Germany, Italy 
and the United States, and Uruguayan authorities, marked the 100th anniversary of the 
WWI Armistice. During the ceremony held at Plaza Independencia Ambassadors read 
“For the Fallen”, from British author Robert Laurence Binyon.  Students from various 
schools, including The British Schools, exchanged “Peace trees” in front of the statue of 
José Gervasio Artigas, which will be planted as an act of remembrance in each school.

http://britsoc.org.uy/
https://www.instagram.com/BritSocUy/
https://www.facebook.com/BritSocUy
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THE BRITISH SOCIETY IN URUGUAY

BRITISH EXPERTS IN MONTEVIDEO

The Embassy organised two separate visits from British experts during November. Toby 
Dudley from Immigration Enforcement International, part of the UK’s Home Office, was 
guest speaker at the conference “Strengthening Detection and Investigation Capabilities 
of Modern Slavery” which was held at the Uruguayan Presidency Auditorium to support 
Ministry of Interior officials build their capacity to identify and respond to incidents.
Adam Matthews, Head of International for the Centre for Digital Built Britain (CDBB), 
also offered a workshop to government officials who are working towards the national 
introduction of Building Information Modelling (BIM) to public infrastructure. BIM is a 
methodology that can deliver substantive savings to infrastructure projects, and is an 
area in which the UK has world class expertise.

BRITISH EMBASSY

INTERNATIONAL LEADERS PROGRAMME

Business and political leaders from 15 countries, including Uruguay’s Senator 
Veronica Alonso, took part in a week-long visit to the UK 19-23 November,
Their programme included high-level meetings, discussions, visits 
and briefings with government, Parliament, media, business, 
education and civil society, to showcase diverse aspects of the UK.

...Continued

http://britsoc.org.uy/
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THE BRITISH SOCIETY IN URUGUAY

BRITISH HOSPITAL

Tel: 24871020 ext. 2740 - www.hospitalbritanico.org.uy - Follow us on Facebook 

http://britsoc.org.uy/
https://www.instagram.com/BritSocUy/
http://www.hospitalbritanico.org.uy
https://www.facebook.com/hospitalbritanicouruguay
https://www.facebook.com/BritSocUy
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THE BRITISH SOCIETY IN URUGUAY

BRITISH CEMETERY

Membership is open to everyone 
and it is free.

You don’t need to be British to join.

All those interested in our events 
are welcome.

http://britsoc.org.uy/
https://www.instagram.com/BritSocUy/
https://www.facebook.com/BritSocUy
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THE BRITISH SOCIETY IN URUGUAY

BRITISH CEMETERY ...Continued

http://britsoc.org.uy/
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THE BRITISH SOCIETY IN URUGUAY

URUGUAYAN-BRITISH CLUB

http://britsoc.org.uy/
https://www.instagram.com/BritSocUy/
http://cub.com.uy/pages/4novedades2018/almuerzo12.php
https://www.facebook.com/BritSocUy
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THE BRITISH SOCIETY IN URUGUAY

URUGUAYAN-BRITISH CLUB ...Continued
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THE BRITISH SOCIETY IN URUGUAY

CITY OF MONTEVIDEO PIPE BAND

"On behalf of the members of the City of 
Montevideo Pipe Band we send a word of warm 

congratulations to the already venerable 
British Society on its hundredth anniversary! 
May it vigorously continue to foster British 

culture-related activities in Uruguay."

SILVER RIVER LODGE

All our meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of 
every month, from March through November, at 
the William G. Best Masonic Temple, located at 

1429 Canelones Street, Montevideo.

For further information please contact us at 
secretarysrl876@gmail.com or call Mr. Martin 

Macadam at 096 001 995.

http://britsoc.org.uy/
https://www.instagram.com/BritSocUy/
https://www.facebook.com/BritSocUy
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THE BRITISH SOCIETY IN URUGUAY

ANGLO-URUGUAYAN CULTURAL INSTITUTE

http://britsoc.org.uy/
https://www.instagram.com/BritSocUy/
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https://www.facebook.com/BritSocUy


CONTACT NEWSLETTER · December 2018

17
Pa

ge

Britsoc.org.uy

THE BRITISH SOCIETY IN URUGUAY

ANGLO-URUGUAYAN CULTURAL INSTITUTE ...Continued
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THE BRITISH SOCIETY IN URUGUAY

ANGLO-URUGUAYAN CULTURAL INSTITUTE ...Continued
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THE BRITISH SOCIETY IN URUGUAY

ANGLO-URUGUAYAN CULTURAL INSTITUTE ...Continued
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THE BRITISH SOCIETY IN URUGUAY

ANGLO-URUGUAYAN CULTURAL INSTITUTE ...Continued
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THE BRITISH SOCIETY IN URUGUAY

ANGLO-URUGUAYAN CULTURAL INSTITUTE ...Continued
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THE BRITISH SOCIETY IN URUGUAY

DICKENS INSTITUTE

http://britsoc.org.uy/
https://www.instagram.com/BritSocUy/
https://www.facebook.com/BritSocUy


CONTACT NEWSLETTER · December 2018

23
Pa

ge

Britsoc.org.uy

THE BRITISH SOCIETY IN URUGUAY

DICKENS INSTITUTE ...Continued
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THE BRITISH SOCIETY IN URUGUAY

On Thursday 15th and Friday 16th, we had the pleasure of having Tony Foster, Trinity 
College London’s Moderator, examine 18 CertTESOL and TYLEC trainees at Dickens. 
He was delighted to see all the hard work and effort our trainees had put into the 
courses, and he congratulated them and the tutors on their dedication and commitment. 

Although we need to wait for Trinity College 
London’s final confirmation, all of them have 
been recommended for a pass, and we couldn’t 
be more proud of each and everyone of them. 
We are thrilled to welcome a new generation 
of English teachers to the Uruguayan ELT 
community and we are also very happy for 
those teachers who decided to embrace 
continuous professional development and 
thus embark on the adventure completing 
their TYLEC (Teaching Young Learners 
Extension Certificate) course.

Enrolments for 2019 courses are 
open. For further information, 
please contact the course 
Coordinator, Veronica Jara: 
veronicajara@dickens.edu.uy  
or 27107555.

TRINITY COLLEGE LONDON 
TESOL & TYLEC MODERATION AT DICKENS

Patricia Alvarez Harvey with 
Tony Foster and Dickens Tutors.

DICKENS INSTITUTE ...Continued

http://britsoc.org.uy/
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THE BRITISH SOCIETY IN URUGUAY

MEDICAL COLUMN by Dr Jorge C Stanham MBE 
jorgestanham@yahoo.com

Healthcare organisations, professionals 
and other providers strive to provide high-
quality care. To demonstrate that they do 
so, they can contract outside agencies that 
can certify compliance with ISO standards, 
or even upgrade to internationally 
recognized accreditation by the Joint 
Commission (USA), the Health Standards 
Organization (Accreditation Canada) 
or their UK-European equivalents. The 
important point in demonstrating quality, 
is that is can be measured, quantified 
and certified – or accredited. Quality in 
this industrial mode can be defined by 3 
typical dimensions: structure, processes 
and outcomes.

But quality in healthcare has other 6 
dimensions, which are probably more 
evasive to direct measurement and 
quantification, as defined nearly two 
decades ago, by what is now the National 
Academy of Medicine (USA). Healthcare 
should be:

1. Safe: Unsafe care is rampant. Back 
in the early 2000s, it was estimated 
that healthcare in the USA killed the 
equivalent of 1 fully-booked Jumbo-Jet 
(747) passengers per DAY – and it was 
probably an underestimate – all due to 
errors in providing care.

2. Effective: Not all care that is provided 
is proved by evidence. In fact, we are 
inundated by recommendations that fall 
short of being evidence-based. Tradition, 
diehard routines, beliefs and conflicts of 

interest, in part due to hype-marketed 
yet to be proved ‘innovations’, are still 
a significant part of what organisations, 
professionals and patients do.

3. Efficient: Waste is all over the 
place. Red tape, delays, out of control 
costs, bureaucracy, barriers and poorly 
designed provision of care are still much 
of the norm.

4. Timely: Care is sometimes not easily 
accessible when urgently needed. More 
so, on a daily routine basis, much of the 
care is provided in-series individually, 
instead of in-parallel by teams and 
using 21st century modes of digital 
communication.

5. Patient-centred: Although 
organisations boast and market that they 
put the patient first, a closer look will show 
that care is provided around professional 
and organisational timetables rather than 
on patient priorities.

6. Equitable: It is a fact that healthcare 
provided to different populations and 
persons is also clearly different, especially 
when we focus on access. How to fix this 
is not only an organisational challenge, 
but needs national, worldwide and political 
will to correct or rebalance.

Since the report, many worldwide 
changes in how healthcare is provided 
have done a significant job of raising the 
bar on every one of the six dimensions, 

QUALITY, VALUE AND EXCELLENCE

http://britsoc.org.uy/
https://www.instagram.com/BritSocUy/
mailto:jorgestanham%40yahoo.com?subject=
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THE BRITISH SOCIETY IN URUGUAY

MEDICAL COLUMN by Dr Jorge C Stanham MBE 
jorgestanham@yahoo.com

so to some extent we can say and believe 
that providing good quality care is at least 
in the DNA of most provider organisations. 
More recently, the focus has shifted from 
quality to value, especially due to lack or 
limitation of resources (material, human 
and financial) at the micro and macro 
levels. Value is defined as quality divided 
by cost and therefore the new buzzword 
is how to provide ‘high-value care’, in the 
face of national health budgets between 
10 and 20% of the GNP. This will need full 
revamping of how healthcare is provided 
and paid for. A bottleneck to shift to high-
value care is the present fee-for-service 
billing of services, be it by hospitals or by 
professionals. Bundled payments, direct 
employment or capitation of professionals 
and risk-sharing, are gradually taking 
over the unsustainable payment systems 
we’ve lived with. Those countries, 
organisations and professionals who’ll 
adapt to the inevitable changes in 
payment will thrive. Those who do not, in 
spite of claiming that their cost (or price) is 

justified by the quality they provide, will be 
displaced by the value-care movement. 
As populations, persons and patients 
shift from a passive to a more proactive 
mode of obtaining or shopping for their 
care, value will be the focus, rather than 
bare quality. With globalisation plus the 
advent of telemedicine and telehealth, 
organisational and national barriers will 
lose their meaning.

So… where does ‘excellence’ fit? In 
reality, it means ‘standing out’ above the 
crowd, but it’s entirely subjective and 
probably little more than a marketing 
gimmick, although it’s everywhere in 
concepts like ‘Centres of Excellence’, 
‘Exceeding expectations’ and so forth. In 
essence, it’s a volatile concept and easily 
replaced in the event of any substandard 
experience – and its viralisation by social 
media.

People want quality (all six dimensions) 
that’s affordable, in other words: value.

...Continued
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THE BRITISH SOCIETY IN URUGUAY

MY MOTHER TONGUE

We all have a mother tongue. Mine is the 
English that my grandparents brought with 
them from Great Britain when they came 
to the River Plate region about a hundred 
years ago. I am certainly not alone. 
Statistics vary but, worldwide, those whose 
first language is English would seem to 
number between 350 and 400 million. The 
total is much higher if non-native speakers 
are included, which makes English one 
of the most widely spoken language on 
Earth. But what exactly is English? Where 
does it come from? How did it start? To 
answer these questions, we must travel 
back in time. 

The roots of the English language can 
be traced to a succession of migrations 
and conquests that took place a long time 
ago in the area we now call the British 
Isles. The earliest known inhabitant of the 
region was Paleolithic Man, who roamed 
the northwest corner of Europe as the 
Ice Age receded and lived in what would 
eventually be Great Britain. Very little 
is known about those hunter-gatherers, 
and the bones they left behind reveal 
nothing about the language they spoke. 
Such northbound migrations presumably 
became more difficult when the region 
broke away from the continent in about 
6,500 BC and formed the islands we know 
today.    

Neolithic (New Stone Age) Man 
appeared in the area in about 5,000 
BC. This race of people came north 

from the Mediterranean, bringing with 
them a rudimentary form of agriculture 
and domesticated animals. They left no 
record of their language, although some 
think it may be related to the mysterious 
tongue spoken by the Basques living in 
the Pyrenees in northern Spain. On the 
other hand, they did leave monuments like 
Stonehenge, which are just as mysterious.   

• The Celts
The Celts were a race of people whose 

influence was felt throughout Europe and 
as far to the east as Greece and Asia 
Minor during the first millennium BC. They 
apparently began crossing the water and 
settling in what we now call the British Isles 
in about the 7th century BC. They brought 
with them a version of the Indo-European 
language that evolved into the Celtic that 
is still spoken in certain areas to this 
day. These clans, closely related to the 
Gauls of northern Europe, conquered and 
absorbed the earlier settlers of the islands 
and became the established inhabitants 
that Rome subsequently referred to as the 
Britons.  

A brief account of the origins and evolution of the English language.

BACK IN TIME by Tony Beckwith
tony@tonybeckwith.com
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THE BRITISH SOCIETY IN URUGUAY

• The Romans 
In 55 BC Julius Caesar was conducting 

his Gallic Wars and invaded Britannia for 
the first time. The Celtic tribes, however, 
were in no mood to be pushed around, 
and forced the Romans to retreat across 
the Channel. But the setback was only 
temporary, and a subsequent invasion in 
AD 43 established a Roman province that 
lasted for nearly 400 years. 

Roman influence gradually spread, 
forcing rebellious Celts to take refuge 
in the mountainous terrain of the north 
and west. As we still see today, it is 
difficult to flush stubborn insurgents out 
of mountain hideouts, so the Romans 
contented themselves with ruling the bulk 
of the southeastern region, building the 
famous Hadrian’s Wall in the north, and 
keeping military detachments along the 
troublesome borders. 

Thus began a new era in the nascent 
history of the Britons. Latin was the 
language of the ruling elite and in time 
was also spoken by the upper echelons 
of society. But it did not replace Celtic, 
which was the common language of the 
people as a whole and was widely used 
throughout the entire Roman period.     

• The Germanic Tribes  
As the Roman Empire began to collapse 

in the early 5th century AD, it retracted its 
long tentacles from its distant provinces 
and the legions retreated from Britannia. 
Into the vacuum they left behind came a 
new force that would change the islands 
forever and introduce the language that 
would define the Britons down to the 
present day. Under the protective rule 
of the Romans, the Celts had lost some 
of their warlike nature, and were now 
vulnerable to the new threat looming in the 
east. 

In about the year 450, Germanic tribes 
started arriving from what we now call 
Denmark and the Netherlands.  Three 
tribes—the Jutes, the Angles, and the 
Saxons—came in successive waves and 
settled mainly in the southeastern part of 
the island. Like the Romans before them, 
these tribes forced the Celts out of their 
lands and towns and pushed them into the 
western mountains. In time, the Angles 
and the Saxons established kingdoms, 
and by the middle of the 9th century Saxon 
leaders were acknowledged as kings of all 
England.  

By about the first millennium AD, the 
country was called Englaland, which 
meant “land of the Angles”. The Germanic 
tribes that settled there were referred 
to as Angelcynn (“Angle-kin” or Angles 
race), and the language they spoke was 
known as Englisc, which was derived from 
“Engle”, the Old English version of Angles. 
The English we speak today is therefore 
a descendant of the language brought to 
England by those Germanic tribes, who 
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spoke a West German dialect of the Indo-
European family of languages.  

But that isn’t the end of the story. Not 
by a long shot. Since the arrival of those 
Germanic tribes, the language has 
evolved through three main periods, dated 
approximately as follows: Old English 
(450-1150), Middle English (1150-1500), 
and Modern English (1500 to the present).  

• The Christians
Christianity was first brought to the 

British Isles in about 200 AD during the 
Roman Period, but the Anglo-Saxon 
invasion reversed much of that process 
in southern and eastern England. The 
re-Christianization began in 597 when 
Augustine, the first Archbishop of 
Canterbury, took office. Since the Church 
enjoyed an almost total monopoly on 
literacy at that time, it undertook a far 
broader range of functions than we might 
expect today. It operated as a civil service 
and was responsible for legal documents, 
education, and social services. Even the 
Treasury was run by the Church. As a 
result, there was closer contact with all 
things Latin which led to a renewed influx 
of Latin words into the language, though 
primarily in matters of religion, learning, 
the law, and public administration, so that 
these borrowings didn’t directly affect the 
common man.   

• The Vikings  
The Viking Age spanned the late 8th 

through the 11th centuries, during which 
time the seafaring Danes raided and 
invaded eastern portions of the British 
Isles. The latter part of this period 
brought widespread Viking settlement 
and a significant influence on the local 
vocabulary, and for a while England was 
ruled by Danish kings. The Vikings spoke 
Old Norse, which was related to Old 
English, since both were descended from 
the Germanic group of languages, and 
words were lent and borrowed between 
them over a number of generations.   

  
• The Normans 
The Norman conquest of 1066 had a 

greater influence on the English language 
than any other event in its history. Originally 
from Scandinavia, these conquerors had 
settled in northern France in the 9th and 
10 centuries and had become totally 
assimilated. By the time of the invasion, 
Normandy was essentially French, and the 
Normans were among the most civilized 
and sophisticated people in Europe.  

When they arrived in England, they 
vanquished King Harold and his Anglo-
Saxons at the Battle of Hastings and 
assumed control of the country for the 
next two centuries. The vast majority of 
the English aristocracy either died on the 
battlefield or was subsequently executed 
or exiled, and the power vacuum was 
filled by Normans. So, as had happened 
during the Roman period, the ruling elite 
now spoke a foreign language. Through 
intermarriage, and for political and other 
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reasons of expediency, many English men 
and women soon began to speak French, 
and it wasn’t long before the distinction 
between speakers of the two languages 
was social rather than ethnic.  

The bulk of the population spoke the 
Germanic language that was steadily 
developing into Modern English, but the 
ruling classes spoke French. There was 
inevitably some overlap and a much closer 
relationship with the continent, which had 
a profound effect on the grammar and 
vocabulary of the host language. During 
this period, it lost many of its Old English 
words and was deluged with French and 
Latin ones that were borrowed to express 
new concepts in government, religion, 
the law, military matters, fashion, cuisine, 
social life, art, learning, and medicine. It is 
interesting to note that, of the thousands 
of French words that entered the language 
during this phase, some 75% are still in 
use today. As a result of these borrowings, 
modern English is richly endowed with 
synonyms. In many cases, we have three 
choices of words thanks to the English, 
French, and Latin roots of the language. 
For example: we can say fire, flame, or 
conflagration. And we can ask, question, 
or interrogate.  

This period also saw an influx of words 
from the languages of the Low Countries—
Flemish, Dutch, and Low German—due 
to the close contact that existed between 
the Britons and the people of Flanders, 
Holland, and northern Germany. But all 
these changes and additions must be 
kept in perspective. Though the evolving 

incarnations borrowed heavily from other 
languages and were influenced by foreign 
grammar to varying degrees, the ultimate 
version was a modern English whose 
essential features were inherited from the 
Germanic dialects of those who came to 
England in the fifth century. 

• The Modern Era
By the middle of the 13th century 

France’s grip on England had weakened, 
and political and economic realities were 
forcing many of the rich and powerful—
who had for several generations treated 
the two countries as one—to choose 
whether to remain in England or settle 
permanently in France. This led to a 
resurgence of English throughout the land, 
and by the 14th century it was once again 
the common language, proudly spoken 
by all—rich man, poor man, beggar 
man, thief. This in turn fueled a demand 
for English literature, which reached 
unprecedented heights in the works of 
some of the greatest writers in the English 
language: Chaucer (circa 1343-1400) and 
Shakespeare (1564-1616).  

As political and economic ties to France 
unraveled and England settled into its 
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newfound independence, the language 
coalesced into four dialects, one for each 
of the major regions of the country. In time, 
a need arose for a standardized version 
and—just as the standard form of French 
was based on the Parisian version, and 
Castilian became the dominant form of 
Spanish—the basis for Standard English 
was the dialect spoken in and around 
London. As the Renaissance spread 
across Europe, new factors came into play 
that directly influenced the development of 
a standardized form of English: the printing 
press, the rise of popular education, 
greater communication, and an early form 
of social conscience. In response to the 
changing times, English kept evolving, as 
any living language is constantly doing, 
and was hungrily absorbing words from 
Greek, Italian, and Spanish, as well as the 
perennial favorites, French and Latin.  

It wasn’t long before the colonial era 
began, and England became a major 
world power. As the British Navy set out 

to “rule the waves” in an early version 
of globalization, trade flourished and 
commodities from distant lands were 
imported for consumption in the British 
Isles. Along with raw materials and 
exotic delicacies from the far corners of 
the Empire came new words, seasoning 
and enriching the language that had 
been evolving for a thousand years. And 
then one day the Mayflower set sail for 
America and opened the door to a whole 
new chapter in the evolution of the English 
language. But that’s another story.    

Acknowledgements: The author is indebted 
to Albert C. Baugh and Thomas Cable for their 
book, “A History of the English Language,” from 
which many historical facts and insights have 
been drawn. 

Those interested in further research might 
consider exploring linguistic works by Bill Bryson, 
David Crystal, and many other writers, too 
numerous to mention. 
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ANGLICAN CHURCH OF URUGUAY

The English-speaking congregation of Holy 
Trinity Cathedral invites all residents and 
visitors to its English service every Sunday 
at 10 am with an Anglican Eucharist celebrated 
according to the 1979 Prayer Book of the the 
Episcopal Church of the USA. 

Baptized Christians of all denominations are 
invited to receive Holy Communion in order to 
be spiritually fed and united to their brothers 
and sisters in Christ.
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ALBION FOOTBALL CLUB www.sheffieldfc.com

South America has its first member of the Club of Pioneers, as Albion FC from 
Montevideo in Uruguay, joined the elite membership of national firsts around the globe. 

Albion are recognised as the oldest team in Uruguay, having a recorded foundation 
date of 1st June 1891 (pictured above in 1898), and are one of the oldest on the 
continent. 

Receiving the membership for Uruguay oldest football club: (l. to r.) Juan Carlos 
Blanco Penalva (former national player Uruguay, winner Copa Libertadores), Juan 
Alvarez (Albion FC Head Of Institutional Relation), Juan Carlos Luzuriaga (Uruguay 
football historian), Tony Gomez (winner Copa Libertadores), Leonardo Blanco (Albion 
FC chairman).

MEET URUGUAY'S PIONEERS
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LETTERS FROM MEMBERS

We have read, reflected, listened to and shared with many folk over recent months, 
weeks, days, taking our time to try and discern: what´s what, where things are going, 
where the truth really lies and more.

The British Cemetery is apparently in a difficult financial situation and the Administration 
and Ground Staff are not being treated in an ethical nor respectful manner.

The latter, we have seen personally, when we´ve visited the Cemetery and/or attended 
a funeral. Nevertheless, it is important to point out that at this moment in time and thanks 
to the Staff in general, the property is well-cared for.

How many of those who have family members buried in the Cemetery or who wish to 
be laid to rest there, have any notion of the above? If they do, why are they not doing 
something towards improving the situation?

It is easy to bury a loved one, expect to be treated well, perhaps pay for the upkeep 
(not all do), without ever taking an interest in the workings of the Cemetery as a whole.

Rumours are heard…

However: What is the truth? What are the options? Is anyone interested?

Or: Is it easier to continue ´´enjoying life´´… ´´leaving the deceased where they are´´, 
with little thought as to the future?

Would it not be a good idea, for more people to attend the AGM, in order to become better-
informed and therefore, positioned to seek ways which would allow for an improvement 
of the prevailing situation?

If little or nothing is done, within a short and 
foreseeable future, it is more-than-likely that 
the gates could be securely locked and in all 
probability, there´ll be several law-suits and the 
Intendencia could take it over... or it may become 
that ´´barrio´s, camp-site for the homeless´´.

Respectfully,

Ian & Cynthia Dickin
Montevideo, 26th November, 2018

BRITISH CEMETERY, MONTEVIDEO
REFLECTIONS & QUESTIONS

The following content is published by request of its authors, 
and it's their sole responsibility.
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CROSSWORDS TIME! from Independent
http://puzzles.independent.co.uk

ACROSS 
1. Was aware of (4)
3. Eddied (7)
8. Lose hope (7)
9. Presage (5)
10. Upright (5)
11. Soft roll (7)
12. At once (11)
17. Sluggish (7)
19. Once more (5)
21. Military fabric colour (5)
22. Raise (7)
23. Unit of electrical
conductance (7)
24. Action (4)

DOWN 
1. Bodily organ (6)
2. Result (5)
3. Dyslexia (4,9)
4. Middle-Easterner (5)
5. Clearly reasoned (7)
6. English county (6)
7. Fortified building (6)
13. Everyday (7)
14. Journey (6)
15. Men (Informal) (6)
16. Certainly (6)
18. Join together (5)
20. Cognisant (5)

Print this page and start playing!
The solution will be revealed in the next issue.

ACROSS 
1. Small green vegetable (3)
3. Set of twenty (5)
7. Difference (8)
8. Dressed (4)
9. Period of warm
autumn weather (6,6)
11. Smithy (5)
12. Nun's costume (5)
16. Food shop (12)
18. Operatic song (4)
19. Government finance
department (8)
21. Surrender (5)
22. Affirmative answer (3)

DOWN 
1. Stipulation (7)
2. Skill (3)
3. Sailor (6)
4. Dull-witted (6)
5. Surround (9)
6. Back of the neck (4)
10. Person of high status (9)
13. Viscera (7)
14. Bovine animals (6)
15. Rely (6)
17. Merit (4)
20. Crafty (3)

November Crossword solution:
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GEOFF THE CHEF’S CORNER by Geoffrey W Deakin
gwdeakin@gmail.com

Chinese Chicken Curry

Ingredients

• 4 skinless chicken breasts, 
cut into chunks (or use thighs 
or drumsticks)
• 2 tsp cornflour
• 1 onion, diced
• 2 tbsp rapeseed oil
• 1 garlic clove, crushed
• 2 tsp curry powder
• 1 tsp turmeric
• ½ tsp ground ginger
• pinch sugar
• 400ml chicken stock
• 1 tsp soy sauce 
• handful frozen peas
• 10 eggs
• rice to serve

Method

1. Toss the chicken pieces in the cornflour and 
season well. Set them aside.

2. Fry the onion in half of the oil in a wok on 

a low to medium heat, until it softens – about 
5-6 minutes – then add the garlic and cook 
for a minute. Stir in the spices and sugar and 
cook for another minute, then add the stock and 
soy sauce, bring to a simmer and cook for 20 
minutes. Tip everything into a blender and blitz 
until smooth.

3. Wipe out the pan and fry the chicken in the 

remaining oil until it is browned all over. Tip the 
sauce back into the pan and bring everything 
to a simmer, stir in the peas and cook for 5 
minutes. Add a little water if you need to thin 
the sauce. Serve with rice.

This Chinese chicken curry has earned a healthy badge, meaning it's low in salt, sugar 
and saturated fat. Plus, it's big on flavour and has a five-star rating. With chunks of tender 
chicken breast and frozen peas, this dish feels familiar, but the soy and spices give it a new 
dimension of flavour. If your family don't like spicy food, choose a mild curry powder to give 
you all of the taste without the heat.

Cooks in just 15 minutes preparation for a wholesome family meal. 
Serve with fluffy boiled rice.
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GEOFF THE CHEF’S CORNER by Geoffrey W Deakin
gwdeakin@gmail.com...Continued

Chilli Avocado

As promised… another simple avocado recipe which makes a great snack as it keeps you 
fuller for longer, add a touch of heat and a squeeze of lime juice for added zing

Ingredients

• ½ avocado
• ¼ tsp chilli flakes
• juice of ¼ lime

Method

Sprinkle the avocado with the chilli flakes, lime juice 
and a little black pepper, and eat with a spoon.

At the end of a very special year for our Society, full of flavor and not many calories, I thank 
all my followers and your wonderful comments with excellent feedback. 

Also, I wish each faithful fan, a very wonderful and happy New Year; may 2019 be full of 
friends, family and blessings. 

Geoffrey
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THE FAR SIDE by Gary Larson
https://www.facebook.com/The-Far-Side-Daily-Comic-1020676467950865

SIMON'S CAT by Simon Tofield 
https://simonscat.com

Watch the
episode
HERE
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These are the first four books on the series that will cover the British community 
involvement in the Great War (1914-1918). The last book (1918) will be ready next 
March, the latest.

The books cover the first four years of the war and, not only refer to the volunteers 
that left from Montevideo, but the war effort of the British community that remained in 
Uruguay. The voice is the community's one as the letters and information are gathered 
from the two British newspapers of Montevideo at the time: The Montevideo Times  
and the Uruguay Weekly News.

The series is available 
in Amazon for Kindle 
plataform (ebook).

Contact 
Alvaro Cuenca 

here and 
get your series!

CLASSIFIED ADS
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