
1

NEWSLETTER
AUGUST 2011

Coming Events
September 7th
Lunch at the CLUB

September 9th
QUIZ Night at The Players

September 14th
British Society Lecture Supper

September 30th
St. Andrew’s Society’s Caledonian Ball
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From the Editor
Hi there,

September is here already. I can notice 
longer daylight hours, and a sort of Spring-
ish activity in the air.

This however is only referred to the green 
stuff. Paperwork is still in winter, and deep 
into it, it seems. We are missing a couple 
of regulars, due to finger frostbite. I’m sure 
you’ll notice that this edition is somewhat 
shorter. Fortunately, the outside activity is 
picking up, and the coming events is thick-
er than the previous months. Therefore, get 
out of you cosy armchair, shake your jacket, 
and start moving towards one of the several 
interesting things we have for this month!

The Players are active with the quiz and 
a play, the SAS is rounding up their main 
event, we have another fantastic lecture 
supper soon… You’ll find that this month is 
indeed shorter than the preceding ones, so 
no need for a long issue.

Cheers,

Ed.E.Tore

Ing. Ricardo Brunner 
(Montes del Plata), 
en el Club de Lunch

El próximo almuerzo del Club Lunch Uruguayo 
Británico se llevará a cabo el próximo miércoles 
7 de setiembre a las 12:15. Como es habitual, 
las instalaciones del hotel NH Columbia reci-
birán a los socios y amigos del CLUB para de-
partir un momento de encuentro y escuchar al 
orador invitado.

En esta ocasión en disertante será el Licen-
ciado Ricardo Brunner, Gerente de Logística 
de Montes del Plata, quien disertará sobre el 
proyecto de forestación e industrial de las em-
presas Celulosa Arauco y Constitución y Stora 
Enso Oyj en Uruguay.

Ricardo Brunner es chileno. 
Se es Ingeniero Comercial y 
Licenciado en Ciencias de la 
Administración de Empresas 
de la Universidad de Chile.

Comenzó a trabajar en Celu-
losa Arauco y Constitución en 
junio de 1991 como Coordina-
dor de Presupuestos y Planifi-
cación Financiera. Desde julio 
de 2010 es gerente de Montes 
del Plata.
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Ing. Ricardo Brunner 
(Montes del Plata), en el 

Club de Lunch 
El próximo almuerzo del Club 
Lunch Uruguayo Británico se 
llevará a cabo el próximo miércoles 
7 de setiembre a las 12:15. Como es 
habitual, las instalaciones del hotel 
NH Columbia recibirán a los socios 
y amigos del CLUB para departir un 
momento de encuentro y escuchar 
al orador invitado.  

En esta ocasión en disertante será el 
Licenciado Ricardo Brunner, 
Gerente de Logística de Montes del 
Plata, quien disertará sobre el 
proyecto de forestación e industrial 
de las empresas Celulosa Arauco y 
Constitución y Stora Enso Oyj en 
Uruguay.  

Próximos eventos de The British Society 
in Uruguay 

Primer evento de prueba del Parque Olímpico  

 

 

 

September 14th - British Society Lecture – 
Supper 
September 30th - St Andrew’s Society 
Caledonian Ball 
October 8th - Steam Train to Santa Lucía 
October 5, 6, 7, 8, 12, 13, 14, 15 - Jesus Christ 
Superstar, at The British Schools. 
October 14, 15, 16 - 8th Uruguayan Celtic Music 
Gathering 
December 2nd - St. Andrew’s Day Dinner 

El Parque Olímpico fue anfitrión de 
competencias deportivas al celebrar el 
Torneo Internacional de Basketball de 
Londres, del 16 al 21 de agosto, donde el 
equipo de Gran Bretaña enfrentó a cinco 
de las mejores selecciones del mundo.  

El torneo se llevó a cabo en la nueva Basketball Arena, una de las mayores 
sedes temporales que se han construido para unos Juegos Olímpicos. La 
Basketball Arena se comenzó a construir en octubre de 2009. Se basa en una 
estructura de acero de 1.000 toneladas. Allí se disputarán las competencias 
de basketball y handball durante los Juegos Olímpicos de 2012. 
Posteriormente, durante los Juegos Paralímpicos, será usado para las 
competencias de basketball y rugby en silla de ruedas. 

Luego de los Juegos Paralímpicos, el estadio será desmontado. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Nelson Loustaunau 
(49) es abogado. 
Realizó estudios de 
post grado en España, 
Italia, Suiza y 
Uruguay. Fue 
designado 
subsecretario en 2009. 
Anteriormente había 
sido Director Nacional 
Adjunto de Trabajo y 
mediador en materia 
de conflictos 
colectivos. 

Es autor de una 
cincuentena de 
artículos y libros de su 
especialidad y docente 
de la UdelaR. 

Subsecretario de Trabajo, 
Nelson Loustaunau, en el 

Club de Lunch 
El próximo almuerzo del Club 
Lunch Uruguayo Británico se 
llevará a cabo el próximo miércoles 
3 de agosto a las 12:15. Como es 
habitual, las instalaciones del hotel 
NH Columbia recibirán a los socios 
y amigos del CLUB para departir un 
momento de encuentro y escuchar 
al orador invitado.  

En esta ocasión en disertante será el 
Subsecretario de Trabajo y 
Seguridad Social, Nelson 
Loustaunau, quien disertará sobre 
Ley de Negociación Colectiva y 
recomendaciones del Comité de 
Libertad Sindical de la OIT.  

Próximos eventos culturales en el Anglo 

Canciller británico habló acerca del debate 
sobre cambio climático  

 

 

19 de agosto – 6 PM – Sala William Shakeapeare 
Richard Cowley (UK) – The Glory that is 
Cricket. 
9 de setiembre – 6 PM – Sala Willima 
Shakespeare – Les Waring (UK) – The English 
Language, it’s Comings and Goings. 
16 de setiembre – 6 PM – Sala William 
Shakespeare – Nives de Armas (UY) – El barroco 
en Inglaterra y Alemania. 
3 de noviembre – 6 PM – Sala William 
Shakespeare – Jonatham Lamb (UK) – The Third 
Secretary’s Story.   
 

El Secretario Hague se congratuló por la 
exitosa reunión del Consejo de Seguridad 
de las Naciones Unidas en la cual se 
abordó el tema de cambio climático y 
remarcó que se usará “la conclusión del 
debate de esta semana como una 
plataforma para conectar el apoyo de los 
países alrededor del mundo mientras 
buscamos progresos en el Marco de 
Trabajo de la Convención sobre Cambio 
Climático de la ONU a realizarse en 
Durban en Noviembre y nos enfocaremos 
en un acuerdo vinculante global”. 
 

como una plataforma para conectar el apoyo de los países alrededor del 
mundo mientras buscamos progresos en el Marco de Trabajo de la 
Convención sobre Cambio Climático de la ONU a realizarse en Durban en 
Noviembre y nos enfocaremos en un acuerdo vinculante global”. 

El Consejo de Seguridad (CS) de la Organización de las Naciones Unidas se 
reunió el 20 de julio y trató, como tema de agenda, los impactos del cambio 
climático en el mantenimiento de la paz y la seguridad internacional.   

 
 

To the Editor
Thought you would enjoy this YouTube that 

I put together with an 80 year old 18mm film 
I found in a trunk of my father Edwin Her-
bert Vignoles in 1931 in his newly bought in 
England Scott motorcycle prior to shipping 
it to Uruguay. Photo at end are: Norman 
Vignoles, Clulow, Moore, Apard, Henderson 
Senior, Edwin Vignoles and Henderson Jun-
ior all part of the British Society at the time.

http://youtu.be/TgDJ-lZUjB4

Regards,

Richard Vignoles
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This is a message for all you lassies and lad-
dies who are descended from Scottish ancestors, 
whether from the highlands or the lowlands. Well, 
maybe not actually descended in the literal sense 
of a blood line or a family connection. But there are 
many Uruguayans with a strong sentimental attach-
ment, if nothing else, for Scotland and the Scottish 
mystique.

Why should that be? Maybe it’s the kilt? Maybe 
it’s the whisky? It certainly has a lot to do with the 
music, for who can resist the call of the bagpipes? 
It can be wild music, evocative of moor and glen, its 
intoxicating rhythm inciting you to give your inhibi-
tions the night off and dance like one possessed. Or 
it can roll over you slowly like a dirge, its thick well-
ing notes suffocating you with sadness. 

The St. Andrew’s Society was founded many years 
ago in Uruguay, and one of its main objectives is to 
organize the annual Caledonian Ball. Why is it called 
the Caledonian Ball? About two thousand years ago 
the Romans invaded the island they called Britan-
nia. They subdued most of the Celtic inhabitants, 
but never managed to conquer those in the very 
far north, in the region they called Caledonia. Over 
time, Caledonia became the romantic, poetic name 
for Scotland, just as England is sometimes referred 
to as Albion, another name for this remote province 
of the Roman Empire. 

The Caledonian Ball has a long and distinguished 
history, as outlined in the website of the Royal Cal-
edonian Ball:

“The Royal Caledonian Ball started sometime in 
the 1840s as a private gathering given by the Duke 
and Duchess of Atholl for their Scottish friends who 
resided in London. By 1849, still at their invitation, 
it became a subscription dance for the purposes 
of collecting funds for Scottish charities, albeit with 
a decidedly Highland bias. Records show that the 
ball has been held annually ever since; cancellations 
only occurring with events beyond the committee's 
control! No balls took place during the Boer War, fol-
lowing the death of Edward VII in 1910 and during 
the First and Second World Wars. Over more than 
one hundred and fifty years it has grown into one 
of the highlights of the London Season and a most 
successful vehicle for raising large sums of money. It 
must by now have a good chance of ranking as the 
oldest charity ball in the world.”

In Uruguay, Caledonian Balls have been a tradi-
tion for many years, and a number of excellent pipe 
bands have enlivened the evening for generations 
of “Caledonians for a night” who gather to perform 
traditional dances and relive the thrill of an earlier 
time.

You certainly don’t have to go in a group to a Cal-
edonian Ball. But you will have even more fun if you 
are part of an eightsome and you have attended 
practice sessions in advance. This way you will be 
able to perform flawless renditions of the traditional 
dances - The Eightsome Reel, The Scottische, The 
Dashing White Sergeant, Strip the Willow, the Petro-
nella, The Highland Fling and so on.

Time is short: this year’s Caledonian Ball will be 
held on Friday, September 30th at the Club de Golf 
Punta Carretas. All those wishing to enjoy one of the 
most exciting evenings of the year should contact 
the committee (cel: 095706060. Mail: thobbins@
gmail.com). The Scottish Dance practices will take 
place:

September 3rd at Liceo Juan XXIII•	

September 10th at The British Schools•	

September 17th at Liceo Juan XXIII•	

September 24th at The British Schools•	

In facebook you’ll find them listed under St. An-
drew’s Society of Uruguay. If you don’t have your own 
eightsome, contact the committee and they will glad-
ly put you in touch with one. See you at the Cally!

To all Scots by blood or spirit!
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British Embassy News
London 2012 – one year to go

Uruguayan travel agents are now ready to start of-
fering packages and travel options for London 2012. 
At an event held at the Ambassador’s residence on 
27 July, to mark one year to the opening ceremony 
of the Olympic Games, representatives from travel 
agencies learned about the tourism possibilities that 
are opening up. These include travel packages and 
tickets for the Games, but also some new attrac-
tions for those who plan to travel to the UK from now 
on, such as visits to the Olympic Park. The event, at-
tended by the Vice-Minister of Sports and Tourism, 
was jointly organized with the Uruguayan Associa-
tion of Travel Agencies, AUDAVI.

Scholarships
Chevening scholar Ignacio González, a lawyer and 

diplomat with the Uruguayan Foreign Ministry, has 
just come back from the UK, after graduating from 
the Oxford University Foreign Service Programme. 
He writes:

“Having the chance to study in Oxford University, 
one of the most prestigious Universities in the world 
is by all means a memorable experience. Being a 
junior diplomat, the Oxford University Foreign Serv-
ice Programme (OUFSP) gave me the necessary 
tools to develop my skills in the diplomatic world. 
The high academic standards plus the interaction 
with my colleagues has greatly enriched my knowl-
edge in world affairs. Contact with other students of 
the University helped me discover other fascinating 
areas of study which I had never dreamt about. In 
addition to the fabulous academic learning, discov-
ering the UK’s culture and customs has also been a 
thrilling experience. These past nine months have 
been full of unforgettable moments for which I am 
really grateful to the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office”.

Another Uruguayan young diplomat, María Caro-
lina Sena, was awarded the 2011-2012 Chevening 
Scholarship. She will be leaving at the end of this 
month to participate in the same programme.

Young musicians
London-based orchestra The Britten Sinfonia per-

formed at Teatro Solis on 11 August. Brought by the 
Centro Cultural de Música as one of the concerts 
that make up their always interesting annual pro-
gramme, the mostly young performers impressed 
the audience with their musical talent. Following the 
concert, the Ambassador and Joanna offered a re-
ception in their honour.

Ignacio González (right) with a colleague at Oxford

Liliam Kechichian, Patrick and Joanna Mullee
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Dear members,

As spring approaches, we come into the time 
of the year when our calendars begin to be full of 
varied events and the weather makes us want to 
attend.

Regrettably, our proposed annual Society trip 
to the interior – a visit by steam train to the town 
of Santa Lucía and the neighbouring Aguas Cor-
rientes water treatment plant scheduled for Octo-
ber – has been cancelled. Lack of response from 
you has forced us to change our minds and look 
elsewhere for options. The 50-odd members who 
did show interest in this trip are welcome to re-
group next year and suggest we take up the idea 
again in 2012… but due to the costs involved we 
need three times the numbers to even consider it.

Since we do not want to let our members down 
regarding the Society's annual trip, and in an at-
tempt to forge closer ties with the British Commu-
nity in Maldonado, we are now proposing a gour-
met wine adventure at Garzon and Jose Ignacio 
in November. This is a full day trip which includes 
visits to the wine and olive plantations at Bodega 
Garzon and Colinas de Garzon, wine tasting and 
a delicious barbeque lunch at the extravagant Es-

President’s blurb
tancia Vik in Jose Ignacio (see separate box for de-
tails). We hope to have more takers for this idea!

The fourth lecture-supper of the successful 
2011 cycle will be held this month, this time at 
the British Ambassador's Residence. Ana María 
Rodríguez Ayçaguer, a professor from the Uru-
guayan History department of the University of 
the Republic, will speak to us of the Battle of the 
River Plate, of Sir Eugen Millington Drake and of 
the sinking of the Graf Spee; her lecture, entitled 
"La Batalla del Río de la Plata y la política exterior 
uruguaya durante la Segunda Guerra Mundial" 
will be in Spanish (see separate box for details). 
A delicious meal will be provided by the British 
Residence chef.

Another event to highlight this month is the Mon-
tevideo Players' annual Quiz. General knowledge 
enthusiasts should not miss their annual opportu-
nity to prove themselves better than the masses 
and enjoy a great evening out.

I wish you all a pleasant beginning of springtime 
and hope to see you around at one of the several 
British Community events of the month!

British Society lecture-supper

The fourth lecture-supper of the 2011 cycle will be held on Wednesday September 14th 
starting 19:30 hrs. at the British Ambassador's Residence (Jorge Canning 2491, on the 
corner with Américo Ricaldoni).

Our lecturer will be Ana María Rodríguez Ayçaguer, a professor from the Uruguayan 
History department of the University of the Republic), who will enlighten us on Sir Eugen 
Millington Drake, the British Minister to Uruguay who played a significant role in the sinking 
of the Graf Spee. It must be underlined that on this occasion the lecture will be delivered 
in Spanish, the title being "La Batalla del Río de la Plata y la política exterior uruguaya durante 
la Segunda Guerra Mundial".

Tickets cost $250 for members and $350 for non-members. Seats are limited, so book your 
place now at britsoc.events@gmail.com or by calling Susan McConnell on 099 267 413.
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The British Society has decided to make its an-
nual trip to the interior more fancy and exclusive 
than ever before. Come join the wine adventure to 
Maldonado!

The adventure will take place on Saturday Novem-
ber 26th and is a full day trip. The bus will pick you 
up at your home as from 8:30 and take you to Bo-
dega Garzon and Colinas de Garzon for an olive oil 
and wine tasting. We will then make our way to the 
fabulous and extravagant Estancia Vik in Jose Igna-
cio for an exclusively private BBQ lunch. In the late 
afternoon, th e bus will bring you back home.

Prices per person are $4,200 for members and 
$4,500 for non-members and include:

Transfer from your home to Garzon & Jose Ig-•	
nacio and back

by Joan Lucas-Calcraft

Way back in the 19th Century, what is now 
the Iglesia Anglicana del Uruguay (Angli-
can Church in Uruguay) formed part of the 

Diocese of the River Plate. Bishop Every, with seat in 
the Falkland Islands, visited us from time to time on 
his parochial travels. In 1911, during one of his vis-
its, he called a meeting at the British Legation (there 
was no British Embassy at that time) of all the ladies 
of the Anglican congregation. In those years there 
were, as you know, far more English speaking peo-
ple living here, as the British Community included 
members of many companies that were setting up 
the public utilities in this country, in addition to those 
engaged in trade and other services.

Bishop Every’s idea was to group together the 
women of the Church in an Association that was to 
hold spiritual gatherings and be ready and willing to 
help the Church when needed, as well as organize 
fund-raising events and entertainments.

At that first meeting on September 14th 1911, there 
were about 30 ladies present. Today, one hundred 
years later, there are hardly any British companies 
remaining and the community has dwindled consid-

Women’s Diocesan Association (WDA) 
Celebrates 100th Anniversary

erably. However, we are very proud to be able to say 
that we have four ladies among our active members, 
whose grandmothers were amongst that group of 
founding members of the Women’s Diocesan Asso-
ciation (WDA), 100 years ago, who continue to fol-
low in their footsteps and are carrying on the spirit of 
the original organization. [Editor’s note: the four la-
dies are Joan Lucas-Calcraft, Sheila Lucas-Calcraft, 
Minna Morton and Ruth Morton]

For almost 23 years now, the original Anglican 
chaplaincy has developed into an independent dio-
cese comprising 8 parishes and 4 missions.  The 
ladies of the Cathedral Ministries meet regularly to 
work and raise funds to help the needy parishes and 
social outreach programmes.

It is thanks to many of you that the WDA can help 
those who are less fortunate.  So our thanks go out 
to you for your invaluable help and we hope and trust 
that you will continue to support us in the future.

If you would like to learn more about the WDA 
and how you might participate and/or support our 
efforts, please contact the Rev. Brigitte Gutbrod at 
BrigitteGurbrod@aol.com

Gourmet Wine Adventure at Garzon and Jose Ignacio
Tasting fee at Bodega Garzon•	

Video presentation at Colinas de Garzon•	

Tasting of wines and olive oil with picadas of •	
cheese & ham

Guided tour of vineyard and olive plantations•	

Full gourmet Uruguayan barbeque lunch at Es-•	
tancia Vik (7 star property)

If you like the unspoiled landscape of Garzon and 
Jose Ignacio and would like the opportunity to ex-
perience food, wine and art, this is definitely a wine 
tour that you should not miss. Bring your camera 
and prepare to be wowed!

Places are limited, so book your place now at 
britsoc.events@gmail.com or by calling Susan 
McConnell on 099 267 413.
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On Friday 5 August a round table discussion 
was held at the Anglo-Uruguayan Cultural 
Institute (organised by Diego Santi) with six 

guest speakers, each presenting a different aspect 
of Ernest Shackleton’s (the Anglo-Irish Antarctic ex-
plorer)adventurous life, best known for leading the 
'Endurance' expedition of 1914-16.

A little known historical fact is that the Uruguayan 
Naval vessel Instituto de Pesca No.1 led by Captain 
Elichiribehety, upon hearing of the distressed Brit-
ish mariners in the South Atlantic, mounted a search 
and rescue operation to Elephant Island. Unfortu-
nately, due to the bad weather and encroaching ice 
pack, they had to turn back.

Thanks to Alejandro Rodriguez Juele, this snippet 
of history has been brought back to life in the form of 
a comic called “La Isla Elefante”. During the rount-
able, the author explained how he came about writ-
ing the comic. Literature expert Ramiro Sanchez en-
lightened us on the history of comic books and how 
this source of literature revives otherwise lost history 
and makes it appealing to the younger generations. 
British Embassy Defence Attaché Col. Mike Page 
talked about Shackleton’s leadership qualities under 
harsh conditions. Col. Page went to the Antarctic 
aboard HMS Endurance that was named after the 
original Endurance, which was crushed by the ice 
pack in the Weddel Sea. The other speakers were 
Lic. Cristina Montalbán who talked about the liter-
ary elements surrounding Shackleton’s adventures, 
John Robinson, naval engineer, gave us an insight 
into the technicalities of the Endurance and the In-
stituto de Pesca No.1 vessels, and finally Captain 
Yori, who is currently the director of the Naval Mu-
seum here in Montevideo. An enjoyable evening!

You can find out more about the writer and his 
comic at: www.Laislaelefante.blogspot.com

To read more about Shackleton see the follow-
ing website: http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_ 
figures/shackleton_ernest.shtml

by Sarah Cowley

Uruguay’s role in Shackleton’s 
adventure to the Antarctic

Who was Shackleton?
Ernest Henry Shackleton was born on 15 Febru-

ary 1874 in County Kildare, Ireland. His father was a 
doctor. The family moved to London where Shack-
leton was educated. Rejecting his father's wish that 
he become a doctor, he joined the merchant navy 
when he was 16 and qualified as a master mariner 
in 1898. He travelled widely but was keen to explore 
the poles.

In 1901, Shackleton was chosen to go on the Ant-
arctic expedition led by British naval officer Robert 
Falcon Scott on the ship 'Discovery'. With Scott and 
one other, Shackleton trekked towards the South 
Pole in extremely difficult conditions, getting closer 
to the Pole than anyone had come before. Shackle-
ton became seriously ill and had to return home but 
had gained valuable experience.

Back in Britain, Shackleton spent some time as a 
journalist and was then elected secretary of the Scot-
tish Royal Geographical Society. In 1906, he unsuc-
cessfully stood for parliament in Dundee. In 1908, 
he returned to the Antarctic as the leader of his own 
expedition, on the ship 'Nimrod'. During the expedi-
tion, his team climbed Mount Erebus, made many 
important scientific discoveries and set a record by 
coming even closer to the South Pole than before. 
He was knighted on his return to Britain.
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In 1911, Norwegian explorer Roald Amundsen 
reached the South Pole, followed by Scott who died 
on the return journey. In 1914, Shackleton made 
his third trip to the Antarctic with the ship 'Endur-
ance', planning to cross Antarctica via the South 
Pole. Early in 1915, 'Endurance' became trapped 
in the ice, and ten months later sank. Shackleton's 
crew had already abandoned the ship to live on the 
floating ice. In April 1916, they set off in three small 
boats, eventually reaching Elephant Island. Taking 
five crew members, Shackleton went to find help. 
In a small boat, the six men spent 16 days crossing 

1,300 km of ocean to reach South Georgia and then 
trekked across the island to a whaling station. The 
remaining men from the 'Endurance' were rescued 
in August 1916. Not one member of the expedition 
died. 'South', Shackleton's account of the 'Endur-
ance' expedition, was published in 1919.

Shackleton's fourth expedition aimed to cir-
cumnavigate the Antarctic continent but on 5 
January 1922, Shackleton died of a heart attack 
off South Georgia. He was buried on the island. 
(www.bbc.co.uk)



9

The other day, the newspaper reported that about two 
thousand homing pigeons had lost their bearings and dis-
appeared. The birds were competing in races and failed 
to return home. Pigeon enthusiasts were puzzled, and 
acknowledged that no one really knows how homing pi-
geons do what they do. The race organizer claimed that 
these birds use electromagnetic fields to help them navi-
gate, and speculated that cell phone activity might inter-
fere with that process…

The first phone I can remember was on the 
kitchen wall in my grandparents’ house in 
Buenos Aires in the late 1940s. It was probably 

one generation beyond the kind you had to crank 
with a handle. The rotary dial was on the front, just 
above the speaking tube, and you listened through 
a hand-held cylinder that hung in a metal holder on 
the side. The cylinder was attached to the unit with a 
length of black cloth-covered cord that was no more 
than a couple of feet long, so there was no mobility, 
no strolling around with a long, curly cable trailing 
behind. You stood right there in the kitchen, yelling 
into the mouthpiece, holding the cylinder to your ear, 
and everyone marveled at this amazing technology.

A few years later we moved to Montevideo, where 
we went for quite a while with no phone at all. At that 
time, in that place, you didn’t just order a telephone 
and have it installed the next day: you put your name 
on a list, and you waited. While we waited, we re-
lied on the kindness of the proprietors of the café on 
the corner. They had a wonderfully modern, elegant 
phone made of black plastic that sat on the counter 
by the window. It had a sleek little newfangled combi-
nation talking-and-listening device that sat in a cradle 
across the top. I can still remember the sturdy feel 
of that handset, into which I poured who knows how 
many entreaties, excuses, promises and an assort-
ment of stories of one kind or another. As I grew older, 
strayed a little farther, and came home a little later, I 
would call the café to advise my anxious parents not 
to wait up. The proprietors were unfailingly gracious 
about sending somebody to fetch my father to take 
these calls. He repaid their kindness by ordering cups 
of coffee and the occasional glass of wine. It was an 
arrangement that seemed to suit us all.

In the mid-fifties we were traveling in northern Uru-
guay, on our way to a family vacation in southern 
Brazil. A few miles from the border, my father decid-

Coming Home to Roost

Going back in time by Tony Beckwith
tony@tonybeckwith.com

ed to call ahead to check on our accommodations. 
The telephone operator quoted an astronomical 
price, and explained that—since there was no di-
rect link between Uruguayan and Brazilian telephone 
networks—the call would have to be routed through 
Montevideo, across to Buenos Aires, up to New York, 
back down to Sâo Paolo, and on out to our hotel that 
was, at most, a hundred miles away from where we 
were. Instant, easy, and affordable communication at 
the click of a button was still some years away. 

I’ve sat in drafty post offices, hotel lobbies, and tel-
ephone booths in various parts of the world, waiting 
(for hours, even days, sometimes) for calls to be put 
through to some faraway number. Those calls were 
often plagued with a crackling sound that made 
conversation difficult, or pulsating waves of roaring, 
gray noise that swept it away entirely. We struggled, 
often against enormous odds, to discover whether 
everyone was well and—for some mysterious rea-
son—what time it was at the other end of the line. 
But just getting through, being able to communicate, 
was worth it all. And all the time, our technology kept 
improving. One day, we thought, we’ll all be wearing 
those Dick Tracy watches, just you wait and see!

Well, that day seems to have arrived. We carry 
cell phones on our belts, in our purses, in our cars. 
We can call and be called by anyone, anytime, any-
where. I thought I’d be ecstatic when we finally got 
to this point, and for a while I was. But then I read 
about those pigeons, and now I’m not so sure.
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Future Events
October 5, 6, 7, 8 and 12, 
13, 14, 15
Jesus Christ Superstar, at The British Schools.

October 14, 15, 16
8th Uruguayan Celtic Music Gathering

November 26
Gourmet Wine Adventure at Garzón and 
José Ignacio

December 2nd
St. Andrew’s Day Dinner

The Link Of The Month this time is a clip of Pipe Major Alasdair Gillies playing his bagpipes at a pub in 
Texas. He passed away last week, and will be remembered as probably the best piper of his time.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=83OEStHDkgg&feature=youtu.be

Link of the Month

The Society at a Glance
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Sitting, left to right: Liz Cowley, 
Madeleine Pool, Susan McConnell.
Standing, left to right: Germán Villar, 
Michael Brown, Richard Empson, 
Ricky Medina.
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